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Sora leads Mason in win against Elder

John Snodgrass, jsnodgrass@gannett.com 12:43 a.m. EDT November 5, 2016

MASON – When they needed him, Matt Sora was there.

The Mason junior running back rushed for three touchdowns and 250 yards on 39 carries and helped propel 

the Comets to the second round of the Division I Region 4 playoffs.

His game-winner came from 30 yards out with 9:33 to go in the fourth quarter to lift the Comets to a 21-20 

victory against Elder, Friday, in Mason.

“I was just going left and I saw my blocker – he was working his tail off all night – and I saw a cutback and I just 

hit it as hard as I could,” Sora said of his game-winning run. “I didn’t stop running until I hit the end zone.”

The win gives the Comets only their second playoff victory in school history and first at the Division I level. Sora 

ran the ball 11 straight times during Mason's final possession.

"Until they stopped us, we weren't going to change it up, we just needed four yards, four yards, four yards," Mason coach Brian Castner said. "We 

committed to that and there were a couple of times where they wanted to throw it and I absolutely said no way. Plus three, plus four, burn that clock."

Sora's large haul tonight was out of necessity as senior running back Michael Kopaygorodsky left the game and returned to the sideline on crutches. His 

status was unknown following the game.

Mason struck first on an eight-yard run from Sora with 4:05 to go in the first quarter.

The Panthers responded with just 33 seconds to go in the opening quarter on a 25-yard run by Michael Bittner.

The Comets threatened to score with 10 minutes to go in the first half but Elder defensive back Nick Hilsinger picked a Mason pass off near the goal line 

and raced it all the way down to Mason’s 35. Four plays later Danny Nieman found Kyle Trischler for a 23-yard touchdown pass.

Mason responded immediately, putting together a 14-play drive – all runs – that ended on a 12-yard Sora rushing touchdown. Sora touched the ball eight 

times during the drive, collecting 60 yards on the ground.

Turnovers were huge in the first half, both teams swapped fumbles on their opening drives and the Panthers came away with the Hilsinger interception all 

in the first 14 minutes of the contest. Two of those three turnovers led directly to points.

The Panthers did a good job of mixing up their offensive looks, rotating Neiman and Bittner at quarterback with Neiman passing and Bittner running, but 

as the game wore on, the rushing attack began to fade.

A wild series of events provided the lone third-quarter score. On third-down and 10 for Elder on their own 45, Mason was called for pass interference and 

then flagged for some extra-curricular activities. On the very next play, TiAriq Dailey appeared to go down after a good gain, only to land on top of a 

Comet, regain his balance and finish his run in the end zone. The ensuing extra point was blocked. Leaving the door open for the Comets and Sora's 

late-game heroics.

The PAT block wasn't Mason's only special teams highlight. The Comets also downed a punt at the Elder one-yard line with 26 seconds to go in the 

game. The 99 yards with less than 30 seconds was too much for the Panthers to overcome.

"Every day we spend over 30 minutes, easy, on special teams, so we make it a priority," Castner said. " ... Those plays like that go to us doing things the 

right way on and off the field. Things go your way when you do things the right way on and off the field."

Dailey finished with 54 yards on nine carries for Elder while Bittner collected 80 yards on 12 runs. Nieman threw for 167.

Kopaygorodsky ran for 54 yards before he left the game.

The win sets up an all-Greater Miami Conference regional semifinal between the Comets and rival Sycamore. The Aviators defeated Lebanon 42-20, 

Friday (http://www.cincinnati.com/story/sports/high-school/football/ohio%20prep%20football/2016/11/04/sycamore-routs-lebanon-42-20/93296000/). 

Sycamore defeated Mason 17-10 in Week 10 to claim the Battle of the Skies trophy.
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“They took something from us last week and we definitely want to get them back this week,” Sora said of the showdown with Sycamore.

Mason 21, Elder 20

Elder –    7 7 6 0 20

Mason – 7 7 0 7 21

M-Sora 8 run (Hauer kick)

E-Bittner 25 run (Harmeyer kick)

E-Trischler 23 pass from Nieman (Harmeyer kick)

M-Sora 12 run (Hauer kick)

E-Dailey 25 run (Kick blocked)

M-Sora 30 run (Hauer kick)

Records: M 7-4, E 6-5.
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